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my homemy home

“The inside and outside 
are one continuous 

element to me”

“I was taught to use pattern, colour and 
scale to best effect. The same principles 

apply when designing a garden”

American-born garden designer 
Butter Wakefield has lived  
in her Victorian villa in west 
London for 25 years. ‘The fact 

that the house was on a quiet street with  
a west-facing garden sold it to me. Also, the 
gardens in the street were orchards 
centuries ago, and each has a craggy 
ancient pear, apple or plum tree. Knowing 
it had that history and potential made  
me desperate to bring the plot back to life.’ 

Wakefield grew up on a farm near 
Baltimore in the States and moved to 
London to raise her family with her 
British now ex-husband. ‘There’s so much 
I appreciate about England; I love the 

individuality of London. I remember one 
summer, at a café, seeing an old dear in 
her tweed suit, complete with handbag 
and hat, in the sweltering heat enjoying 
her tea… As an outsider, I have the 
ultimate excuse – I don’t have to do 
anything the way someone else does it.  
I don’t like to draw attention to myself in 
my work, but I like to do things my way.’ 

Wakefield trained as an interior 
designer at Colefax & Fowler before 
finding her niche transforming gardens.  
‘I was taught how to use pattern, colour 
and scale to best effect. The same 
principles apply whether you are 
designing a room or a garden; I see the 

inside and outside as one continuous 
element. From a mental health point of 
view, it’s healing to be in nature and I want 
to bring as much of it indoors as I can.’

Having gone through a difficult few 
years when she got divorced, Wakefield 
decided to focus on herself and sharpen 
up her skills by doing a course at the 
London College of Garden Design. ‘I felt  
I was too old to learn new things, but I was 
wrong. I had practical experience and 
plant knowledge, but there were topics  
I had to learn about, like construction.’

The study paid off, as Wakefield 
recently received the Gold medal and 
People’s Choice Award for her first show >>>

For garden designer Butter Wakefield, bringing  
nature indoors is the key to a happy home

WorDS Danielle WooDWarD PHoToGr APHS AnD STyLInG anna Batchelor AnD tamineh DhonDy

Inspired by the history  
of her garden, Butter 
Wakefield has nurtured a 
beautiful plot, filled with 
colourful wildflowers, 
roses, geraniums and 
foxgloves, all framed  
by evergreen shrubs

“I feel so lucky to be 
doing what I love”
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“It ’s healing to be in nature  
and I want to bring as much  

of it indoors as I can”

“Being outside and tending the 
garden is my meditation”

ABOVE A set of retro 
prints and nature-
inspired cushions 
completes the 
restful scheme in 
one of the bedrooms 

RIGHT The leafy 
‘Palm’ Cole & Son 
wallpaper contrasts 
well with the striking 
black-and-white 
striped stair runner

FAR RIGHT Pretty 
china, colourful 
paintings and 
needlepoint 
creations all liven  
up the pale backdrop 
in the kitchen

ABOVE AND RIGHT 
The bright kitchen 
and conservatory 
overlook the garden 
and the window  
seat is Wakefield’s 
favourite spot in  
the house to relax

garden, the Belmond Enchanted 
Gardens, at rHS Chatsworth, earlier this 
year. ‘Belmond is renowned for its 
practical planting with heritage produce, 
herbs, vegetables and flowers, and  
I wanted to create a space of adventure, 
reflection and celebration,’ she says.  
‘It was a great sense of achievement  
and a long-held ambition for me.’

Wakefield also finds her work as a 
garden designer immensely satisfying. ‘If 
you look properly at a garden, you can spot 
plants that need help. Maintenance is the 
hardest thing to get right; people just 
“mow and blow” [mow the lawn and blow 
the leaves] without thinking about how to 
prune. I’m mentoring people just starting 
out in the business which is great, too;  
I feel lucky to be doing what I love and to 
pass on my knowledge and experience.’

nothing is perfect first time, when 
creating a home to live in or bringing a 
garden to life. ‘I never give up until it’s 
right,’ says Wakefield. ‘There have been 
times when I first look at a garden and 

have lots of ideas, then realise I got it all 
wrong. Setbacks are part of the process.’

Shades of nature
As might be expected, the colour green 
is dominant in the house, with a blanket 
of forest shades complemented by 
flashes of pink and purple in the china 
and artwork. A leafy wallpaper by  
Cole & Son brings the hallway  
to life, while the black and white kitchen 
floor is echoed in the striped runner  
on the stairs. 

Wakefield loves to relax in the  
conservatory, where the window seat 
overlooks the garden. ‘Being outside  
and tending the garden is my meditation. 
If I can’t be outside for whatever reason, I 
love to be indoors and gaze outside.  
I used to do needlepoint and paint when 
the children were younger,’ she says,  
‘but I find it hard to sit still and do that 
now. Instead, I go for walks with my  
dog, which is crucial for my wellbeing.’  
butterwakefield.co.uk; @butterwakefield

my home
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>>>

Monochrome and 
green sit well 
together on this 
chest of drawers, 
echoing the colour 
scheme elsewhere 


