
“I wanted to create a cosy 
reading nook looking out  
over the garden”

“I spent ages looking for  
a rectangular sink and 
found this online for £89”

Stepping through the front  
door of Jemima Garthwaite’s 
Victorian terraced house in 
Hackney, east London, your 

eye is immediately drawn to the  
light-filled windows at the back that 
overlook the garden. ‘When I was 
planning the extension, I wanted to have 
a view into the garden from the front  
of the house,’ says Jemima. ‘I love living 
in the city, but also crave the openness of 
the countryside, and having a feeling  
of light and space was crucial.’

Together with her architect friend, 
Tom Kaneko, Jemima knocked through 
the walls between the two ground-floor 

rooms and reclaimed the outdoor space 
to the rear and side of the house, to create 
a spacious kitchen and a cosy office area 
sandwiched in between. ‘I studied 
architecture but I’m not an architect,’ 
Jemima laughs. ‘I had the confidence 
and knowledge from my studies, but 
shaping the space was intuitive; I still 
needed Tom’s skill and practicality to 
show me what was possible, and what 
was just me wanting to do more than my 
limited budget allowed!’

Tom helped Jemima create an illusion 
of space in a narrow terraced house with 
clever touches; the white-washed timber 
boards on the walls, for example, are 

made from affordable Norwegian 
Spruce and create a calm backdrop, 
while a small window seat tucked into a 
sheltered corner is a unique cosy space, 
perfect for reading and looking out at the 
garden. ‘I was single at the time,’ says 
Jemima, ‘and I had a vision of my future 
partner sitting there reading a book, 
while I cooked a meal for us both.’

With a mixture of antique and 
reclaimed furniture, Jemima has 
created a homely, unique atmosphere 
by using pieces that belonged to her 
grandparents. ‘I reupholstered their 
chairs in the sitting room; I use my 
grandfather’s desk in the office area and >>>

For digital agency owner, Jemima Garthwaite, a Victorian terraced house offered 
the ideal chance to create a light-filled home filled with eclectic furniture
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   “I love the feel of   
     light and space”
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my home

When Jemima 
planned the 
extension, she 
envisioned a bright 
space that could  
also be warm  
and welcoming  
all year round
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“The piano tends to get played  
when I have parties and we all  
have a singalong!” “I wanted to be able to look out into the garden from the sitting 

room, which is why I chose to have an island unit in the kitchen”

I have a photo of my dad on the wall 
above it, sitting at his desk in his first job 
after graduating from university. I love 
having that daily reminder of my family 
around me.’

reusing old furniture, and only having 
what’s really needed, is important to 
Jemima. ‘I don’t understand why people 
would spend £200 on a chest of drawers 
when they can get one from a junkyard, 
for £30,’ she says. ‘I only have two kitchen 
knives but they are great quality. and  
I created some wall art by framing a few 
illustrations from a magazine. It’s about 
finding cheaper ways to do things and 
still getting good results.’

Jemima’s company, This Here, is a 
digital creative agency and she is aiming 
to merge it with her new project, one 
Thing Well, which she hopes will change 
people’s mindsets about sustainable 
goods – that they can be attractive, 
effective and affordable. ‘Sustainability 
is on everyone’s minds, but it’s not  
on the political agenda,’ she says. ‘The 

government has the technology to offer 
alternatives to how we live now but they 
just don’t, which I find really frustrating. 
It’s up to private businesses and 
individuals to push the topic – I don’t 
want to stand by and do nothing.’

Sitting in the kitchen, she describes 
her favourite time of day in the house. ‘In 
the morning, when I’m having coffee, the 
light from the skylight bounces off  
the copper chairs and it’s so uplifting. 
Later on, the light comes through a 
different window, which I love, as it’s 
unexpected. and I enjoy spending time 
in the garden; there’s a firepit, so I can  
use it all year round. The cushioned seat  
at the back is hidden from view and 
catches the sun in the morning. I sit there 
with the weekend papers – it’s a private, 
luxurious moment. For me, the ideal 
home is one where you step over the 
threshold and feel like you’re on holiday 
– in a retreat where you can truly relax.’

For more information, see this.jemi.ma; thishe.re; 
tomkaneko.com; pippamurraydesign.com

>>>

ABOVE A desk  
that belonged  
to Jemima’s 
grandfather and 
a £10 mirror from 
retrohubn16.co.uk 
add character to  
the main bedroom

ABOVE RIGHT 
Jemima upholstered 

her grandparents’ 
chairs in the 
light-filled  
sitting room

RIGHT The elm wood 
headboard was 
made by Jemima’s 
friend, Pippa Murray, 
and alcoves provide 
storage space 
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BELOW The kitchen 
has a view of  
the garden,  
where seating 
offers an inviting  
outdoor area

BOTTOM Jemima 
has created a 
compact office 
space between the 
kitchen and sitting 
room with her 
grandfather’s desk

my home


