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“I made this bone china in 
collaboration with artist and 

musician Edwyn Collins”

“I love having photos of my 
relatives around my home; 
it connects me to my past”

Stepping into Katja Behre’s 
bright and airy flat in Brixton, 
south London, it’s clear that she 
draws inspiration from nature 

when designing her wallpaper, fabric and 
home accessories. ‘I grew up in an area in 
Germany that was surrounded by forests, 
and my family were keen gardeners, too,’ 
she says. ‘So when I found this flat, it  
was perfect – close to the city but on a 
tree-lined street. I also have lots of house 
plants; I talk to them and worry about 
them… they’re like my children!’

Katja is owner of Elli Popp, a design 
business offering luxury wall coverings, 
fabrics and home accessories. She 
describes her patterns as ‘neo-romantic’ 

and they are a colourful, psychedelic and 
witty interpretation of classic leafy 
motifs such as that of William Morris, 
Victorian imagery and Chinoiserie. ‘My 
new collection is inspired by rainforests; 
I went to Kew Gardens to get ideas and, 
for last year’s Cosmos collection, I visited 
the Joshua Tree National Park in 
California. I added a personal touch, too, 
by incorporating an image of my great, 
great grandfather into the moon, so he’s 
the “man in the moon”.’

The name Elli Popp is a combination  
of Katja’s aunt Elizabeth and her 
grandmother’s maiden name of Popp, 
and it’s clear that her family and heritage 
are important to her, as there are lots of 

reminders of her past in her home – there 
are framed photos of relatives in the main 
bedroom and the paintings, lamps and 
bone china all around the flat were 
inherited from her grandmother. ‘I 
wanted her to know that I love those 
pieces and that they will be appreciated,’ 
says Katja. ‘The other items I found at car 
boot sales – I love how the old suitcases 
look and I use them to store all my china.’

Katja studied colour design in Germany 
– a four-year degree that incorporated 
graphic, interior and product design with 
photography and the psychology of 
colour. Then, when she visited London  
for the first time, aged 18, she fell in love 
with the city. ‘I studied at Central Saint >>>

For designer Katja Behre, her light, heirloom-filled flat just minutes from  
the bustle of the city offers the ideal creative sanctuary
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    “My home brings  
        my heritage to life” 
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Fabrics and cushions 
from Colefax  
& Fowler and 
Designers Guild add 
a soft, feminine feel 
to the main bedroom
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“My dining table was once  
a Parisian door! I swapped  
it with a client in exchange  
for some of my wallpaper”

“Frédérique Morrel made the 
leaping hare on the wall – I 
love bringing nature indoors”

ABOVE Katja loves 
the look of old trunks 
and they double up  
as storage for her 
crockery that  
would otherwise be 
‘gathering dust’. The 
kimono, armchair, 
china and cushions 
are all from Elli Popp

RIGHT In the main 
bedroom, the teal 
chair adds a splash of 
colour, with a cushion 
and seat cover from 
Elli Popp. The wall light 
and chandelier were 
made by bespoke 
lighting company 
Emerald Faerie

LEFT This humorous 
trompe l’oeil wallpaper 
panel was designed  
by Katja’s friend 
Deborah Bowness

LEFT Katja loves 
cooking in her 
compact kitchen; 
exposed brickwork 
and reclaimed 
furniture create  
an eclectic feel

BELOW In Katja’s 
light-filled office, an 
Elli Popp wallpaper 
panel called ‘A Bash 
Or Do’ hangs on the 
wall; another Elli Popp 
design covers the 
cabinet’s glass doors

>>> Martins, then got an internship at 
designers Guild; the rest of Europe was 
sleeping in terms of design, but England 
was awake. I loved its eccentricity.’

Katja worked as a freelance product 
development assistant at designers Guild, 
then her interior designer and graphic 
designer friends encouraged her to show 
her work at trade shows. ‘I had great 
feedback,’ she says, ‘but I didn’t know how 
to deal with it; university hadn’t taught  
me how to do business. But I learnt what  
I needed to know, then waited for the right 
time, quit my job and set up Elli Popp.’

Bring to the table 
The bijou kitchen is where Katja loves  
to cook. ‘although it’s small, you can fit six 
people around the table. My boyfriend 

and I both love cooking; most of our  
food has Mediterranean and Middle 
Eastern influences, and we really enjoy 
sharing meals with friends.’

The table in the dining room was 
actually once a door that Katja sourced 
from Paris. ‘I swapped it with a client who 
does set design for parties and weddings – 
I gave them some wallpaper in exchange.’

although she enjoys entertaining, 
Katja admits she also loves to have days at 
home on her own. ‘I like to sit looking out 
of the window, listening to music and 
staring at the trees – it’s my meditation. 
or I switch off the lights, put on some 
music and dance in the living room!’

Katja does feel disappointed about the 
recent gentrification of urban areas, such 
as Brixton. ‘In a way I feel I’m also part of 

the gentrification, but prices have risen so 
quickly, I wouldn’t have been able to afford 
my flat even last year. I know the Brixton 
locals and I support my community by 
shopping locally, and it makes my heart 
sink when I see these better off neighbours 
moving in and not taking an interest in  
the culture and community at all. It’s an 
investment for them, not a home.’

Being part of a supportive community 
of artists and photographers really helps 
Katja. ‘I’m always asking myself, what can 
I do with my designs to push out a positive 
message in these troubled times? It’s 
important to speak out; then I know I’ve 
done something and didn’t just sit there 
quietly without speaking up.’
ellipopp.com; frederiquemorrel.com;  
emeraldfaerie.com; deborahbowness.com 
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