
‘I love working to commission 
and turning a client ’s ideas 
into a unique design that 
reflects their personality’
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Flora stands in the 
alleyway leading to the 

garden, between her 
home on the left and 

her studio on the right, 
where she creates 

both traditional and 
contemporary pieces

my home

Stepping into Flora Jamieson’s 
welcoming, light-filled home, 
hidden at the back of an 
alleyway in Bridport, Dorset, 

you know it’s not a ‘normal’ house. 
Originally part of the ‘shambles’ (the 
historic meat-market), the house is 
open-plan with one room leading into 
another and out on to the pretty terraced 
garden, so wherever you stand, there’s a 
clear view towards the outdoors.

Flora and her partner Mike moved  
to Dorset when she was pregnant with 
their eldest child, Nelly, now 12. ‘I was 

ready to leave London,’ Flora says. ‘We’d 
stopped exploring the city due to budget 
restraints – we were going to the same 
pubs and cafés and living as if we were  
in a small town. It was so refreshing to 
move to Bridport, with the beach and 
woods on our doorstep. If any of us have 
had a bad day, we’ll go to the beach with 
a picnic and sit there watching the sun 
set – it just sorts everything out.’

Flora started her career as a studio 
assistant at Madame Tussauds, where 
she met Mike, a waxwork artist, whose 
own studio is five minutes’ walk from 

their home. She decided she wanted to 
learn a traditional skill, one that 
involved working with her hands. She 
loved art at school, and found a part-
time course in stained glass that sparked 
something in her. She learned the trade 
through an informal apprenticeship, 
which led to a full-time position, and 
now Flora runs her own business,  
fulfilling commissions for individual 
clients, as well as doing restoration 
work and other projects.

Once Flora has taken Nelly and her 
younger sister, Isla, to school, she goes 

A hidden retreat behind a busy Dorset street is a haven for  
stained-glass artist Flora Jamieson and her family

“Light and colour 
are my inspiration”
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‘I found the cuttlefish print on 
Etsy; I really love the colours. 
And we display pebbles, shells 
and other beach finds on top of 
the cabinet in the living area’

FROM TOP  
Flora made the 
stained-glass 
windows in Nelly’s 
room; a fascinating 
display of insects

LEFT The lounge 
and mezzanine 
areas are where 
the family like  
to relax together

my home

for a run, then swims in the sea, weather 
permitting, before starting work in her 
studio. A small outbuilding next to the 
main house, Flora’s studio is cosy and 
bright, and it’s where she can unleash 
her creativity.

Currently working on a commission 
for a house in Hampstead, north 
London, Flora has sketched the panels 
for its front door – a beautiful design of 
a pond, bulrushes and swans – and has 
started making one of the panels with 
twisting, fluid lines in cool shades of 
aqua and green.‘I really enjoy working 
with my hands,’ she says. ‘I love drawing, 
maths and jigsaw puzzles; working with 
stained glass ticks all these boxes. I’m 
also collaborating with an illustrator 
called Vicki Turner at the moment; I’m 

making her designs into stained glass 
window hangings. It’s great to bounce 
ideas off someone else and create 
something unique and different.’

Bridport is a hub of artists, and Flora 
has taken part in Bridport Open Studios 
(the next one runs from 20-29 August), 
where the public can visit local studios 
and purchase artwork direct. Flora’s 
studio is her sanctuary, but she also 
loves being at home when her family is 
around. ‘Mike and I spend a lot of time 
in the kitchen, as we both love cooking. 
The house is open-plan, so it’s great to 
glance up and see the girls sitting at the 
table in the dining room, drawing and 
making things. The cosy mezzanine 
area overlooking the garden is perfect 
for watching films together, too.’

Colour plays a big part in the house.  
The deep crimson on the kitchen walls 
creates a warm, cosy backdrop for 
Flora’s colourful crockery, and the 
whitewashed brickwork and touches  
of driftwood set off splashes of colour  
in rugs, throws, paintings and worn, 
antique furniture.
‘The natural history theme of the 
insects and artwork just evolved from 
items we found online and in shops,’ 
says Flora. ‘And we have a growing 
number of souvenirs from our many 
trips to the beach that are in every room, 
too. They’re a reminder of the beautiful 
nature that’s nearby and how lucky we 
are to live here.’
To see Flora’s work, visit florajamieson.co.uk.  
For more on Bridport Open Studios 2016, see 
bridportopenstudios.co.uk

ABOVE The plaster 
statue behind Flora 
was made by her 
partner, Mike, who 
is a waxwork artist

LEFT Most of the 
furniture in Flora’s 
bedroom was 
bought at auction

RIGHT The crimson 
walls in the cosy 
kitchen offset 
Flora’s colourful 
crockery collection 
and the warm  
wood furniture


